


tax rebates and zoning allowances, notes
Young.

Sue Rogers, a principal at Cresa Partners,
predicts that there will be an increased in-
terest in LEED certification. But for now,
while the interest might be there “the eco-
nomics to support it” aren't.

“It’s just not as high of a priority right
now, Rogers says. "Business is the top pri-
ority, so LEED certification has slipped a
little on the list.

“But I'm sure it will make a strong come-
back.” she says.

THE LONG RUN

To Murray, the USGBC treats LEED cer-
tification much like a nutritional label.

“If you're certified, then you know what'’s
going into it,” he says. “It's much more mar-
ketable in terms of leasing or selling”

Ben Wylie, project manager for Wylie
Consulting Engineers,
says construction overall
has seen a slowdown, so
it's logical that the number
of LEED-certified projects
would drop off as well.

Prior to the credit mar-
kets drying up, he says,
“almost everybody on the
commercial side wanted
to get their project LEED
certified.”

And while resale and marketability were
incentives for commercial building owners,
they weren't as big an issue for schools.
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"School districts are still adding green
features and sustainability, but they're not
going through with the certification be-
cause of the costs,” Wylie notes.

But Young is optimistic that commercial
developers won't completely drop the no-
tion of LEED certification.

“Even in today’s environment, if a devel-
oper is moving forward with construction
of a new building or a major renovation of
an existing building, in addition to the gov-
ernment incentives for developers to go
green,” Young says, “the long-term — next
10 years — savings in operating costs and
higher rental rates that are being achieved
are usually enough to convince an owner
to spend the minimum amount, relatively
speaking, of extra dollars in up-front con-
struction costs.” i}
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LEED CERTIFICATION COSTS

REGISTRATION FEES
USGBC Members: 5450
Non-Members: 5600

NEW CONSTRUCTION CERTIFICATION FEES
Comibined Initial Design and Construction Review Fees






