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Grubh & Ellis Co. brokers Henry Hagendorfand Beth
Young with some of their study materials from

the LEED accreditation exam. Both believe thatas
energy costs continue to rise, 5o will the need for
reen buildings and, consequently, green'brokers.
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Time-consuming accreditation process positions brokers as sustainable building experts

fter attending their first LEED-accreditation class
with about 100 other brokers, Houston real estate
rofessionals Beth Young and Henry Hagendorf be-
& & gan to see their classmates dwindle.

Each week. fewer and fewer of the original 100 students
returned, Young said.

About 300 study hours after that first day, the Grubb &
Ellis Co. brokers were the only two who sat for the final
accreditation test.

“Very few brokers have the LEED AP, because so much
goes into getting certified,” Young said. “One thing that
made me feel great is running into an engineer who had
failed the test three times”

Young also estimates she spent $300 on books and “$50
here and $50 there” for online practice tests.

Real estate professionals who complete the certifica-
tion program may be ahead of their time: LEED-certified
buildings don't yet proliferate the Houston landscape. But

They say, ‘OK, we got the plaque,
now what?' They get the plaque
and go back to the old ways.”

MORRIS CHEN | TRANSWESTERN

and cool interior spaces continues to rise, so will the need
for green buildings and — consequently — green brokers.
“I believe were ahead of the curve; Hagendorf said.
LEED-certified buildings are designed and built — or
renovated, in the case of an existing structure — to con-
sume as little energy as possible, shrinking a structures

maintenance costs, though the initial cost can be higher
than conventional construction.

THE PAYOFF

Has Hagendorf and Youngs LEED status increased
their firm's bottom line?

No, says Hagendorf — but it's less about an immediate
payoff and more about positioning themselves for future
demand. !

Their company specializes in office buildings and medi-
cal clinics. While LEED is quickly becoming a buzzword
in the industry, Hagendorf said, buildings built to LEED
standards remain a new concept.

Thus far, market demand for the energy- and resource-
conserving structures isn't through the roof, he said, but
this will change as time marches on.

Both Hagendorf and Young say their accreditation has
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GREEN HOUSTON

COULD YOU PASS?

Anyone can claim to be green.'
Green Built Guif Coast homes
and products are different.

We adhere to the only ANS!-épproved National Green
Building Standard™ ICC 700-2008 and require strict
compliance and third party verification procedures.
'i”here's no way around it. Only efficient, eco-friendly
homes and products can receive our certification, so you’ll

know who you can trust with your decision to go green.

www.GreenBuiltGulfCoast.org

GREEN BUILT
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GREATER HOUSTON BUILDERS ASSOCIATION

Go Green with Confidence.
GREEN HOMES | GREEN BUILDERS | GREEN PRODUCTS

Building Industry Professionals: Interested in membership?

Visit us online for more information.

HERE ARE TWO SAMPLE QUESTIONS

STUDIED BY LEED ACCREDITED BROKERS:
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initiated relationships with developers of
LEED buildings. It also gets their names in
front of owners who, as they market their
properties, want brokers who are knowl-
edgeable about complex LEED guidelines.

Young is quick to admit that becoming
familiar with these guidelines and regula-
tions can be a struggle.

"1 took the book home and practically
memorized it she said.

Dozens of specialties, including prop-
erty management, mechanical engineer-
ing and custodial-maintenance, can be
earned in the LEED specialty program.

COSTS

Those who seek Lo become LEED ac-
credited professionals don’t invest only
time. They also must come up with a little
green of their own.

Companies that are members of the U.S.
Green Building Council pay lower exam
fees, said Beth Holst. vice president of cre-
dentialing at USGBC. After a $100 applica-
tion fee, candidates of member companies
pay $300, while nonmembers pay $450.

A less technical certification, LEED
Green Associate, costs less and, according
to the Green Building Council's explana-
tion of the certification, “is intended for
professionals who want to demonstrate
green building expertise in non-technical
fields of practice.”

The application fee is $50, and members
pay $150 for the test. Nonmembers pay
$200.

‘A lot of commercial real estate people
are taking that exam,” Holst said of the ab-
breviated version. “They are working with
architects and engineers, so they need to
have knowledge of green building”
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ALONG FORTHE RIDE

Morris Chen, general manager at Tran-
swestern in Houston, earned his AP ac-
creditation in late 2007 — before the test
was made tougher in 2008,

At that time, he served as property
manager for a building that went through
LEED certification. That building, now
known as §t. James Place, had received a
high rating from the Energy Star program,
another energy-use measuring system.
The decision to seek LEED certification
followed, Chen said,

“We pretty much had all the prerequi-
sites,” he said.

As the building was going through reno-
vations to meet the LEED compliance pro-
cess, Chen decided to follow along on his
own personal LEED AP quest.

“It was part of my job at that time, so I
was already studying the technical books,
he said.

Being in the property management
business, Chen said he does see a need for
LEED AP property managers. Whether de-
velopers and owners recognize that need
is yel to be fully realized.

“To me, the difficult part is how to main-
tain the building after gaining LEED certi-
fication,’ said Chen.

LEED buildings must be recertified ev-
ery five years, and sometimes have not
been maintained to USGBC standards, he
explained.

These requirements range from the
initial construction te ongoing practices,
such as maintaining energy conservation
plans and recycling materials used in op-
erating the occupants’ businesses.

“They say, ‘OK, we gol the plaque, now
what?” " Chen said. “They get the plaque
and go back to the old ways.

“Someone has to manage all that, and
that’s where I come in* B

C. RICHARD COTTON is a freelance writer.




